CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2143

Introduced by Assembly Member Gilmore

February 18, 2010

An act relating to military and veterans.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2143, as introduced, Gilmore. The Department of Veterans
Affairs: consolidation of services to veterans.

Existing law establishes the Department of Veteran’s Affairs within
state government and sets forth its powers and duties, including, but
not limited to, administration of veterans benefits programs. Existing
law establishes the California Veterans Board within the department
and sets forth its powers and duties, including, but not limited to its
power to determine operational policy for the department.

This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to subsequently
provide for the consolidation under the jurisdiction of the Department
of Veterans Affairs and the California Veterans Board or all programs
that currently bestow any benefits for which veterans may be eligible
but which are currently under the jurisdiction of other state agencies,
and to provide for a commensurate transfer of staff and other assets
from those agencies to the department and to the board.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Itistheintent of the Legidature to subsequently
2 enact ameasureincluding provisionsthat would consolidate, under
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the jurisdiction of the Department of Veterans Affairs and the
Veterans Board, all programs that currently bestow any benefits
for which veterans may be eligible but which are under the
jurisdiction of other state agencies, and to provide for a
commensurate transfer of staff and other assetsfrom those agencies
to the department and to the board.
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